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Board Chair Holley Carlson called the meeting to order at 5:00 p.m.  Present:  Anne Burkart,  Pam Daly, 

Jennifer James-Wilson, Holley Carlson, and Nathanael O’Hara. 

 

Agenda Approval 

Anne Burkart moved to approve the agenda.  Nathanael O’Hara seconded and the motion carried 5-0. 

 

Dinner 

Ms. Carlson called a recess at 5:10 p.m. for dinner.  The meeting was reconvened at 5:25 p.m. 

 

Reconnecting the Team 

A Ted Talk regarding teaching beliefs and interaction with students in the classroom was viewed.  

Discussion followed. 

 

Informal reports of board interaction with parents was discussed. 

 

Staffing Update 

Superintendent Engle reported on several new hires and vacancies, including a math teacher position at 

Blue Heron that is still open. 

Ms. Burkart said she will be moving to California this fall, and will be resigning as Director for District 

Five. Discussion followed. 

 

Facilities Updates 

Dr. Engle reported on facilities projects that have been completed this summer, such as new carpet in 

much of the high school, resurfacing of the gym floor with a new logo, painting, and grounds upkeep.  

Through a grant, the District has also received another 30 mountain bikes and one storage trailer for use 

in a bike safety and handling class at Blue Heron. 

 

Policy and Governance Topics 

Policy review was discussed.  The Policy Review Committee’s work on updating the library and related 

policies was praised.  Pam Daly agreed to act at the Board’s protocol member, to work with policy 

updates and other required actions by the board, to ensure legal compliance. 

 

Strategic Planning and Review 

Superintendent Engle explained the consequences of Washington State losing its waiver to comply with 

the No Child Left Behind Act. Because the State legislature did not apply for this waiver again, every 

school in the state must have 100% of its students meet standard on the state assessment tests.  Because 

none of the schools in Port Townsend District met that requirement, letters to all parents/ guardians must 

be sent explaining the school did not meet that requirement, steps the school is taking to improve the 

success rate, and options for families.  These letters must be approved by OSPI (Office of the 

Superintendent of Public Instruction) before mailing.  A district letter from Superintendent Engle will be 

included. The District must also have an improvement plan due to schools not meeting standard. 

 

WSSDA(Washington State School Directors’ Association) News 

A new state requirement that took effect on July 1, 2014 requires all school board members to complete 

training regarding the Open Public Meeting Act before the end of 2014.  There will be a chance to 
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complete this training at the annual WSSDA conference held in November, or it can be completed 

online at the State Attorney General’s website.  Superintendent Engle said there is a mobile app for the 

November conference which helps attendees set personal agendas, network with other attendees, 

complete class evaluations, etc.   

Dr. Engle also said that online ethics training is available from WSSDA, and could possibly be done at a 

future retreat. 

 

In discussion about board relations with stakeholders, Ms. James-Wilson asked to about the board’s 

relationship with District union membership.  Dr. Engle said he meets with PTEA (Port Townsend 

Education Association) leadership regularly. He mentioned that board members’ attendance at district 

events helps foster good relationships with union members and other staff.  Discussion followed. 

 

Annual Report 

The Board discussed components of an annual report including information about how the District 

spends their budgeted money, and a short explanation of plans for the 2014-15 school year, and making 

sure good news is reported on the District website. The possibility about joining with neighboring 

districts to put out a quarterly report was discussed.  

 

Future Retreat Topics/Ideas  

It was suggested Monday nights work well for retreats. Ms. Daly asked if it would be appropriate for 

board members to attend some of the teacher trainings.  Dr. Engle said to check with principals first.  

Superintendent Engle invited board members to the back-to-school events on August 28
th

, beginning 

with a movie viewing of the movie As it is in Heaven at the Rose Theater at 8:30, then lunch prepared 

by Arran Stark at 11:30 at Blue Heron.  After lunch, teachers will attend a basic introduction to the next 

generation science standards. 

Ms. James-Wilson suggested reviewing board mission and vision statements and goals at the next 

retreat. 

 

The Board and Dr. Engle moved to the high school at 8:13 p.m. to view some of the facility upgrades 

done over the summer. 

 

Adjournment 

The meeting was adjourned by consensus at 8:45 p.m. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

________________________________________            _________________________________ 

David Engle, Secretary                                                      ATTEST:  Holley Carlson, Board Chair 

 

 


